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FARBER: "If you koeep your radio fixed right where it is
Jou'll hear a story of stupldity inside government intelligence
that could cnly be told by sn American,

"Sylvia Press, a lot of paople, including Malcolm Muggeridge,
writing in Esquire, claim that the Central Intelligence Agency
suppressed your book when it was first written, eight years ago.

"You were sn intelligence officer yourself. As a former
intelligence officer, do you believe that?"

FRESS: "I just don't know what to say, as an intelligence
cffiecsr. Of course it would be rather satisfying I suppose in
& way to think that they had, that it was important enough for
them to want o do it. Bub I don't kmow who the source is, and
ag a former intelligence officer I always put a great deal of
stress on the source,"

FARBER: "I want to know how the Central Intelligence Agency
could suppréess a book sven if it wsnted to."

PRE3S: "Well. as I envisioned it when it was told te me,
apparently they bought up copies that were on the market. I
suppose anyone could do that if they had enough meney."

~ PARBER: "Right. But then isn't the publisher in a free
suterprise economy going to say "Hot dog, that was a good customer;
let’s print a few thousand more.!'"

' PRESS: "walla‘l suppose it would depend upon how enterprising
the publisher was,”

FARBER: "Your bock is Pickion. If it was written as non-
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fiction you'd probably be in Jail Dy DOW.

PRESS: ""Well, I don't know. I haven't given away any
cecrets that I should not have or that Mr. Dulles has not spoken
of and written of in the public press.”

WARRER: "I went to pin down right now though that you and your
heroine, Helen Simon, are tho same person.”

PRESS: 'Yes, that is true."

FARBER: '"How much of The Care of Devlls happened the way
you wrote it? Fifty per cent? Seventy-i'ive per cent -~ just so
we can judge as we talk together what kind of outrage has really
basen committed against you." :

PRESS: "I would say 95 per cent. And the other five per
cont was just for the sake of turning it into a novel -- I mean
7 compressed a few things perhaps, split up things into different
times or something like that, but actually every word of the
dialogue is 100 per cent accurate.”

PARBER: "Okey. We've heard how nazism and communism des-
zroyed the individusl. Let's see how good Americans can be at
that same geme -- when we really try.

“Thig 18 Barry Farber. Sylvis Press, across from these
mierophones, used to work For the Central Intelligence Agency --
CiA. One day she was called from her desk to report to an
wnfamiliar part of the building and what happened to Sylvia
Tress in the days and weels and months and years that followed
i3 best told by Sylvia Press personally. First..."

PARBER:z “3ylvia Press, did you enjoy yowr career as an
American secret intelligence officer?”

THESS: "Well, I don't know if enjoyed is the word. I
F¥alg -~ of course there was a war on at the time; otherwise I
probably never would have gone to Washington. I always hated
eny kind of red tape or bureaucracy; I don‘t know why. I
hodn't experienced it., but I just didntt like the thought of
it. I like to feel I'm my own person, you know. And of course
tho war changed things, and I just -~ one afternoon 1t came %o
W, 1t just came to me that it was the right thing to do.”

FTARBER: ‘This was the war ageinst nazism."
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PRESS: "That's right."
FARBER: "The war everybody agreed should be fought. Right."
PRESS: "That's right."

FARBER: "“After World War II was won., did you evar say,
okay, I'm tired of intelligence., I'm tired of conspiring, I'm
slraa of handling the llvaq of neople across the planet; I want
cut?

PRE3S: "Many times. But you see I was in the area of the
world, in BEurope, where nobody was able to come out snymore.
I had a pretty good background because I'd lived there for -« in
that particular ares -~ for about, nearly a year during the war,
had been able to gather quite a lot of information, which was
8till goed and still necessary and still useful, asnd many of the
people who had been in the same area st the time I was had
Mo&t, had families or scme of them had been in the Army snd got out
of the Army, and so it was just understecd that I would stay for
a while until -~ and see what was happening.

30 eventually I always wanted to come back to New York; New
York is my home and I love it, end I didn?'t like Washington par-
ticularly. I never did. I%'s & lovely city, but not my kind
of eity, you know. 8o, I got a little lonely sometimes for
Wew York and for people that I cared sbout. But I stayed."

FARBER: "All right. One day, a bright suny morning in
Washington at the beginning of summer -- what was the year?"

PRESS: "Nineteen fifty-four."
FARBER: "Nineteen fifty-four. Eisenhower President."
TRESS "That?s right.”

PAFBER: "Ckasy. You got a call to go te a certein section
of the building where you'd never besn called to go befors. And
you thought, hot dog, my report, which you happened to know
¥a8 o ﬁooﬁ huwmming oracker jaeck good plecs of work, you thought
ot iest they're going te compliment me officially, or you had
fuat guessed right on a certain communist defector and cther people
in the depertwment of a higher rank than you had gusssed wrong
about this guy.

"You thought meybe they were goin% to congratulaete you on
that; neither was the case. What was?'

PRESS "Well. sctually the part of the building that I got
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PRESS: '"No."
FARBER: "...%to pick up your cigarettes or anything..."

PRESS: "That's right. I had a packags there, I had a
secretary there and she wouldn't be, ghe would be baffled about
my sudden disappearance in the middles of the morning. And the
worst thing that happensd though, happened oh, I guess it was
within that same week, but a few days later, when they asked me to
give up ny badgs.

"Now the badge was the thing that permitited you to enter and
ileave -~- you couldn't even leave; not only couldn't you enter
but you couldn't even leave without showing thet. And I think
that was when I really realized what a horrible mess I was in."

FARBER: "All right. Now let's let everybody put himself
in your position right. You're working for a supersecret United
States Government intelligence agency. You are innocent, of
snything. You’ve done your job and you've done a good job.
Youtve heard that thers are evil forces in the land that want to
zot people like you and offer them up, sacrificlally so that we
can say ha ha we caught three of them this month and wait®ll
next month.

"Anyhow, you know that certain people ars on the prowl looking
for anything irregular. They want to be agbsgolutely ruthleasly
elean and make sure that everyboedy is securse.

"Now  then., Xnowing you're innocent, end here's a friend --
sFou call him Van in the bcok, and here's a Mr, Jamelson (?) who's
tha haad of security for CIA -~ you know, making sure everybedy
ingide is really on our side. I wouldn't feel -~ you felt panicky
in the book. I wouldn't feel the leasteo."

PRESS: "I didntt feel panicky in the beginning. It was not
wntil they suddenly shoved across at me a petition it -- and
it was -~ I recognized it because it was going all over the
wlace during., even before the war. It was s petition for a
Jommunist. I don't even know who the men wasiy I didn't know
then and I've never heard about him since. But they told me that
s was a Communist who'd been I think working for the Government
o pogsibly beaching, and this was a petition dated =-- oh, some-
where in the Thirties, I think it was: T mean it had been kicking
around for a long tiwe, and lo and hehold, in the list of gig-
navures was my name -- not my signature, by my neme. S0, I knew
that T hadn’t signed it. because I don't sign petitions,

"I suppose if asnyone came around that really affected me
deeply enough, psrhaps I could and perhaps I might; I can’'t say
categorically that I nevsr would. But T didn?'t."
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FARBER: '"One thing I learned from your book, The Care of
Devils, was how toc put scnebody absolutely ill at ease, even when
they're innocent.”

PRESS: "That's right."

FAREBER: "You must have had a tape recorder with you that
they didn't know about because you couldn't capture this kind
of dislogue that accuratsly.”

PRESS: "Well, I have a pretty gocd memory." ]

FARBER: "In other words, Jsmeison would say you signed this,
didn't you., You said no, I never sign enything like that."

PRESS: "That's right."” |

PAREER: "And ho said you're sure ebout that. You know it
didn't every -~ you know, insinuation cutting into your gut like
a laser besm."

PRESS: '"The point is that they never in all -~ 1t lasted
about seven weeks, and never in all that time did they once
accuse me of anybthing."

%AREER: "You'd say what is it, and they'd say don't you
Enod,

PRESS: "That's right.”

FARBER: "You'd say no, what is it. Sure you don't know «-
snd then no matter what you say it sounds like you're wrong."

YRESS: "That's right. Youfre cursed if you do end cursed
you don't really. But as I say, the first point was that
gnature and Thaet really troubled me, because I thought how can
8y possibly believe this. Of course it was a different address,
ut that wouldn't heve mattered; and it could have bsen, you know.
md it wesn't till after it was 8ll over, or practically over. I
think it was not quite over, that I came to New York myself, and
wnile I was here I looked up the records for that year, I think
it was 1933 or something like that, and I looked up the directory,
the Wew York City directroy for that year, end I found this other
person with the same name ss mine, but our paronts' names were
different; our sddresses -~ we lived in different boroughs as 8
matter of fact, and I thought how could they not have looked this
up. And if they did look it up, why did they have -~ made a
point of it as though they thought it was me."
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. FARERER: "Well, you realized carly the answer to what you
just asked. They were not investigating. They were, they were
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indicting. In other words they wanted you to be guilty. They
didn’t want %o find cui if you were guilty or not."

PRESS: "All righit. 4And what -~ in spite of that, sll
through it I couldn®t really belive -~ couldn't believe that any-
one would want to do that, you know. It just seemed so strange,
and 1t was 1llke living through Alice in Wonderland, where every=-
thing was upaide down."

FARBER: "How many days did this interrogation go on?"
PRESS: "It went on for seven weelks."
FARBER: '"Day after day after day."

PRE3S: "Day after day. There were s few days when I
think he had something to do when they suggested I could go
up to the office if I wanted to, and which I did. But ocutside
of that it was every day -~ excopt Saturday and Sunday."

¥ARBER: "Now this was maddening from your point of view,
bascause you know you were innocent. Now I did something un-
forgiveable. I kept trying to sympathize with the CIA guy across
the desk; I'm sure you'd find that unforgiveable."

PRESS: "No, I'm not -~ I understand humasn nature pretty
well, and I think maybe anybody would have: I don't know."

FARBER: "Well, they uncovered some things:; they found oub
that you had indeed gone to Mexico, with a man.”

PRESS: "This was no secret.”

PARBER: "Ahh, bub..."

PRESS: "On my application, on everything I ever wrots,
where it said, 'foreign trevel,' I put down Mexico. I made
no bones about it. But it was they who turned it around.
Everything that I told them of course was simply turned -- it
was like --did you ever see a Franz Kafks picture? Well, that
was the way I felt."

. gARBERz "T feolt like I lived too long till I saw this
ook, - .

" FRESS: ''You remember The Trial?"
FARBER: "Yeah."
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PRESS: "It was exactly like that,"

FARRER: "Where there was no accusation, no crime; just
gnilt."”

PRESS: "We know more than you do about it.”

FARBER: "Woll didn't you ever ask, 'Look, what is this
ail about?'”

| gRESS: 0P course I -did. I asked that on every other
SCODs

PARBER: "And what did they say?"
PRESS: "We've asking the questions."

~ FARBER: "Was there a venser--after ¢l you were s8till an
criployee o o o

PRESS: "That's right.”
PARBER: "In good stending.”

PRESS: "And I pointed it out to them and at one point
7 said to the men I called Jemeison in the books I said, 'Re-
momber, after this 1s ell over we're going to have %o meet each
obhewr: we're going to have to worik together again. Dontt
say things unless youire sure--but even to look at me, But
suddenly it dawned on me: Is it possible that we won't be working
sogether again? And yet I couldn't be sure; I mean I couldnt?t
e sure bocsuse L had, I just had faith that if I told the
¢ omplete truth end witheid nothing that it would be self-evident,

Uhnd I $till think it was, I thﬁnk_it wouldn'?t have made
mich difference what I hed said, really."

TARBER: “What happensed at the end of that seven waoks?"

PRESS: "At the end of the seven weeks--I learmed it in
the doctovr'e office, in Gtheir hospital actuelly, eund I couldntt
oven digsouss it with the doctor; they wouldn't even lot me
do thats S0 that I had to give him helf information, I mean
he saw the stete I was in., 1 was practically ready %o crack
up, and he said, 'How long has this been going on?®? He was
o lovely man, ‘How long's thig been going on?' and I sald
T think five or six weeks; I'm not sure-
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"And T never saw a man look more shocked in my life.
He sent me to the hospital to get checked up, and he himself
gald~~he said, ' You inow,? he said, 'this is a strange city
end these are strange times,' and then he looked away and
said, 'I have children growing up end I don't think I want them
to grow up here,t'"

FARBER: "Did he mean in Wasington or in the United States?"

PRESS: "No, Washington., He meant in Washington. I don't
judge ths United States by two compatriots who happen not o
know their jobs."

FARBER: "In a minute, I want to go to that scene . . "
PRESS: "Yes."

FARBER: '"Where they =zctually strap you inside a lie
datector.,

“.L‘ w3t s 0o a"

=% 2% -
k1 < s

FARBER: "This is WOR 710, Radio New York, I'm Barry
Parbsr and wWeo're reotrecing the rige and fall of one Americem
vho underwent what she calls psychological hell without justice
#nd without merey because she looked like & securlty risk.

She's Sylvia Press. She worte hor story inside a book
that became widely unknown, The Care Of Devils. Other psople
claim That this book was suppressed by interested CGovernment
agencies who didn't want the story tolde I can ses why the CIA
wouldn’t want the story told. I camnot see how the CIA or anybody
slse could suppress a book, but I'm missing the part of the story
where your testimony is most valuable, mainly what you lived
through and what happensd to you and why, Miss Press,

"You were subjected to interrogation Through a lie detector,”
PRESS: "That was part of it."

FARBER: "Yeah, part of it, after-~this was after seven
weeks of pieking,"

PRESS: "After gbout five weeks. I would say."

FARBER: '"Incidentally this book would make a better play
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thon a movie, amd the movie would drag because almost everything's
in that one room. Plays like it that way, you know, so they only
have to build one set."

PRESS: "As a matter of faot I sold em option on it for
a play. Recently."

FARBER: "Well, it ought to come sboubt o o o
PRESS: "Yes,"

FARBER: " . o o because . « o"

PRESS: "I hope so."

FARBER: "Bscause this book shows how you, how you inter-
rogate, and how you defend yourself against interrogation and
how the whole process can break you down even if you're innocent.
If you're guilty--~you'd have probably buckled halfway through
the first fen minutes, but you were immocent, and you lasted
seven weeks; and you surprised them,"

PRESSt "I cevbtainly did., I don't think anybody was more
surprised than those two men,"

. FPARBER: "Was thers ever a moment when you wanted to say,
%’:;c:ok,“l‘ can?t, '~-incidentally, what time did the interrogations
soars?

PRESS: '"You mean what time of day?"
WARBER: 'Yes."

PRESS: "Thoy started, I think, around ten o'clock and
1azted ©iil late in the alfternoon, middle or late afternoon.”

PARBER: "You broke for lunsh.®
PRESS: "Sometimes it was just a semdwich that was brought in,"

PARBER: "Well I just enjoyed seeing the techniques, snd if
T wore a sbage director you could bring all theae things %o 1life
on state--how you can just have a yellow pad in front of you
and be writing dowa a fow words every now sad then, and you make
she person wonder, 'What does he find important in that?i"

PRESS: "I wondored after, those are the vwoy things that
i wondered about. I thought, *Well what's he find so interesting
acbus thet?!--I mean some perfectly innocuos statement., And
shen I'd see him writing emd I thought, *Well, why does he want to
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vocord that for posterity."

FARBER: '"And then he'd switch hit. You pretend you're
interested in your trip to Mexico with Steve Lasker, not his
real name-~this was incidentally the big . » o'

PRESS: "I don't, but they do."

FARBER: "Yea, yeah. And Steve Lasgker was the man you
wapre not married to but you went to Mexlieo with him. And the
CTA lmew all about Steve, you had made no secrst of him, You
had made a point of going and explaining everything in your
1ife before this happened, right, and then they'd switeh around
%o & bangquset in Maxico City and werent!t you sent there, weren't
you assigned, end when you put a question that wvay all you cen say
is, o,* and that souwnds pretty lame,"

PRESS: "That's true. That's vory true,"

FARBER: "And then the part that would make enybody not
just seem guilty but feel guilty was when they keep reminding
you that they lmow more than you know, and they say, 'Did you
aign this petition?' and you say, 'I dont't sign petitions.?
They say, 'You sure sbout that?' amd you sey, 'Yes, I'm sure.!
ind they say, 'Uh-huh.! And then thsy look at sach other know-
iﬁglye

At that moment I or any other honest man in the wovrid
would say, ‘Now wait a minube, maybe I did; if I did I've forgotisn,?’
'énﬁ, my Lord, if they'd show me a petition thet I actually d4igd
gign end forgot about then I look like a liar across the board
ot evarything else."

PRESS: "Well thatis exactly what happened, Nobt-~I lmew
I didn't sign %he petition: I mean there was no doubt in my mind,
But Tthers wevre gome things~-there were people mentioned and things
menttioned which I thought I was sure about, and yet I kept thinking,
“Well., why would they mention this if there wesn't something

wnore, ! you know, and I would try to think of every contact
that I had had,

¥Tn fact I had a trunk down in the basement, and I spent
uiqﬂb after aight--after I'd leave them--going through this trunk
wrying to £ind letters or reference of any kind, bacause I'd,
Lfd~--aglthough T hed a fairly good idea that I could trust my
memory, I still wanted soms corroboration.s But if you dantt
Imow whers to bagin, where do you begln?"

WARBER: 'Therefs one essential flaw that I would have to fight
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if I were directing your story on stage, Now I wem® Go ﬁet to
that, but first you tell us about the lie~detector test.’

PRESS: "“Well it's never a pleasant thing, I can tell you that,
but the atrange thiang about this is, that I did take a lis
detector test when I first came back from Europe after the end
of the war, I had & little forgotten about it at that point
wntil T thought about it later, and I feel if anything had
been wrong with me--snd all the things that they mentioned or
that they had me dig up out of my mind happened long before
the war, and if T had Just come baeck from the war and my sym-
pathies were not with the United States, let's say, just for
the salte of the argument, if they'd put me on the lie detector
then I thin thsy should have been able to find out.

"But they had. It was just a poutine thing, Everyone who
came back from the field, BEurope or Asie were given & lie-
detector tesit, they did that as a routine matter. 4And I thought
about that later, and I felt, well, they haven't cven mentioned
the faet that I®'d been on it before and nothing happened,

But when you've been harried for five or six weeks, when youfre
told that everything around you was slimy and miserabls and that
cither youlve tricking them or you've baeen tricked--your mind

iz in a pretty weird state, I can tell you that."

FARBER: "Well you lmow. your book let me down in one
rospect. You never really got to the--now for instence I don't
know why to this dsy why they were interrogating you, do youtr"

PRESS: "I don't."

FARBER: "Was Steve Lasker, your former boy Ffriend now
a commuist that they knew ghout, Wasn't he with Whitner, the
wen who hived you %o begin with, back when overybody was anti-
Hezi and the Communists were friends., Was he a Commmnist who was
vsing you all elong?"

PRESS: "I dont't belisve that either of them was,"

FARBER: "To this day you don't kmow why you were brought
into thet room."

FRESS: "No I do not, unless they nesded & number,"
FARBER: "You s%4i1l) think . . "

PRESS: ‘'"There was a men nemed MeCarthy at that time.
I don't lmow whaether you remember that,"

I'ARBERt "I remember MeCarthy, end I was walting for you
%o briag him into it,"
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PRESS: '"oh. Well, McCarthy had been feuding with CIA
because CIA wouldn't give him persaonnel records., You can imagine
what would happen to ths persommnel il he ever got hold of any
records at all at that time. And thepapers, at least the
Washington papers, were full of 1t, They were taling about
people in various agencies trying %o fulfill quotas so that
they!d keep him gppeased and kesp him quiet, and it was getting
very close to CIA snd he was thresatening--in fact sven
while this was going on, when I was in my own room at night
end I was listening to redio, I would--~while the thing was going
on I didn't lmow what I was listening %o most of the time any-
way, I was in such a deze, but I would hear this mad voice.

It would be repeating the dsyt's hearings, you know, MeCarthy
hoarings. I never associated myself with them for a long time."

FARBER: "You 4id in your book compare that MeCarthy voice ..."
PRES: "Yes.,"

FARBER: "Senator Joe MeCarthy, the late Senator Joe
HMeCarthy,

PRESS: "Yes."
FARBER: "You compared his voice to Adoelph Hitler."

TRESS: "I¢ts true. It's a strenge thing, but it's true,
Ho had that same~-you know that dbreathlesa-~-he'd run off a
thousand words on one breath and would end up on a very high
piteh, It was the seme kind of technique."

FARBER: "Sylvia, eams on now, doa't you think it's a
lisile much to compare Joseph MeCarthy at his worst with
Adolph Hitler?"

PRES3: "NWo, I do not. I think if MeCserthy had had the
opportuniteis that Hitler had it wouldnt't seom so strange.”

FARBER: "I think if McCarthy had had more of Hitler's
wratoricel ebilities he might have come gloser to having the
possibility. I think thet McCarthy's volee o o o"

PRESS: "I'm afraid he cams close enough,"

PARBER: "MeCarthy spoke in a dull, droneing voice.
Hitler's was snimel hysteria,”

PRESS: "I'm gpeaking now of their, of their sctual
vhiysical techniques, T mean they!d run the words aleng so they
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would almost sort of pull you along with it, you kmow. No,
Hitlerts--Hlitler's voice didn't sound natural if you ever heard
that, "It was a very urmatural voics, just as MeCarthy's ssomed
o be. "

FARBER: ™"Well, I cennot wait to read the definitive work
or %o hear the definitive tesatimony that will help me make
up my own mind about the 1life end work of the late Senator
Joseph MeCarthy. I'm far from having made it up yet, which is
one reason I was go sagsr to invite you.

"I was of politiscal age, consciousness, during the McCarthy
era, and I remember=--let's be grown up sbout it, shall we.,"

PRESS: "We muast always be growm up,"

FARBER: '"No resal American wants a climabe of fear through
government or anywhore ¢lss, Also, I assume that no real
Americen wants communists in sensitive posits where they can
do demage."

FRESS: '"But he was not the men to do i%, that's the point,
T mesn he was such sn intemperate person.”

FARBER: "Aha, Well. All right. Let's agree then that
he was not the »ight person."

PRESS:t "That's right."”

FARBER: "To purge ths United States Government politely,
as politely as we would want a governmont to be purged. Let's
talkke one Tentasy at a time, Letts~-«you know a let of poople
will just® pooh-poch you when you say there are commmists trying
%o get in%o sensitve government spota.”

PRES3t: "Oh, I believe that's true, I don'? pooh-pooh it
by any wmams."

FARBER: YAll right. Cen we conolude that some commumists
have made it to sensitive spots?"

?;é:HESS: "T dont't Imow of any, but I'm sure there must have
flls

FARBER: "Good possibillly because they were trying on
2 lot of fronts."

PRESS: "Anything is possible., In fact--what's that
parase? Dontt underestimate the power of & woman., Itd say
the power of your enemy. I mean I think all nations are busy
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doing that, Not only the communlisgts but all over ths world,
It%as the kind of world, unfortunately that we're living in."

FARBER: "All right. Now, having agreed, at lsest you and
I from our respective vantage points--you being on the outslde
snd I being on the Inaide of something elss at that time, whieh I'll
bring up a 1ittle bilt later--woe agree them that there were com-
muaists trying to get into govermment snd thsre were communists
who might have made it. So there's nothing really eassentially
repugnent to a United States Senstor Trying to clemm coomunists
out of government."

PRES3: '"No. I don't lnow whether 1t is the business of
& United States Senabor when thoy had a CIA end an FBI, I
don't lmow that 1t waz his job to do it."

FARBER: "Well, in a atate in balsnce~-I'm sorry, go ahead,”

PRESS: "No. I mean there are, there are rules and there
aro ways set up for such things, and I don't think that it was
ever @st up for Joseph MeCarthy, particularly."

FARBER: "Well, when the founding fathers founded our
constitution theay must have gotien up mighty early because they
fovesaw Tthe possibillty someday of something like a CIA--I'm
suve they couldn't conceive of an intelligence agency in those
days when the Constitution was written,"

PRESS: "They had intelligence.”

MARBER: YAw »right, but I'm sure they dida't think we'd
ever go into ths businese of conspiracy world-wide and full
wime. Aw wight, but they must have thonght of executive agencies
which the CIA is, which the FBI is., part of the Justiece Depart~
nont,. administrative, executive agencies. They mus®t have fore-
secn that some of these agencies might somedsy go wrong and
wnatis why they set up the checks and balances,

PRESS: "Oh, I believe in the checks ond balances system.
But I don't believe in its misuse:; that's the only thing."

FARBER: "I see. So you think that McCarthys worst crime
is thet ho misused . « "

FRESS: "He misused his power. I think that's one of
hig erimes. I chargo him with a few morae."

FARBER: "A1l »ight, ©HNow, the moderate who complains aboutb
MeCearthy is, as you do, won't get too much of an argument from
ne. 1 too wish that the arch senatorial anti communist had bheen
a moye pleasing type than the late Senstor McCarthy,
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beeause ho wouldn't have been 8o vulnersble to anti-snti-com-
mmist attacks."

PRESS: "Well the thing that I usually use--it'z a pretiy
good yardstick, I think--is motlive, And MeCarthy was Talling
all over himself. He was acousing one agency of having
%0 eommunists; the next day it was 20, then it wag three,
snd then, when challenged to produse those thres, he couldn't
produce them." :

FARBER: "All righi., I would too. Now Senator MeCarthy
ig gone, he's been laid to rest, Let's talk about the so~called
ciimate of fear which so many psople talked so poetically and
piously sbout. Was there a climate of fear from where you
1ived and worked in those days."

PRESS: "There was & climate of terror,”
FARBER: "Really?"

PRESS: "Absolutely. I sew it immediately because the moment
I disepperred from my office the most matural thing in the world
would be For people who lmew me to call me up, find out where
T was or what I was doing, HNobody called. They knew that some-
thing~-they sniffed it, you lknow, 1% was & sort of & . o

FARBER: "You later found out, point blank, that somebody
vou liked and trusted at your job had been advising your
other mutual friends to, 'Stay away from Ellea, she's hot.'

PRESS: “That's right."

PARBER: "Of course your real neme is Sylvia, but ian %Yhe
ook you're Ellen."

PRESS: "That!s right. And of course the only reason that
Pound it herd to believe anybody is that we don't aiways know
Wot We wonld roact ourselves, Who knows, I might have done the
mae thing. T might have hsted it, but I might have jus?t
chosen the courge of gell preservailon.

5 -

&

%

"But the feet that you had to be faced with such a choice,
T think is & pretty dreadful thing,”

FARBER: "My own concept of the McCarthy era--and admit-
tadiy this is not hardened, I am looking for vestimony. I
don'y think history has spoken the finel word yet. We have %o
wait snd see what happens, Or at least I have to read a lo¥
more books like yours from different side of the story. Bub
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it always struck me as being like I am walking in the woods,
and I throw & rock aimlessly into a place with sn awful lot

of pigeons, and those pigeons cause a tornado trying to fles,
Now, I didn't mean to torrorize those 6,000 pigeons in that
fielde I Jjust threw one rock. Maybe I was aiming at some-
thing, and these pigeons just took off in panic. Question,
did MeCarthy cause ail the terror or was he after spscific,
legltimate objectives., namely rooting Commumists out of sensitive
gpots, amd did the Washington sheep-~end certainly you could
corroborate the character of a lot of people working

in sensitve agencies--did thess people just taks off in terror
oix their own?"

PRESS: "No, the fact that most of us remained therse and
went on aad did our daily work as though nothing were really
wrong. But at the first smell or fear of something wrong, it
was the same teclmique. Nobody lmew what was right and what
was wrong, what was good end what was bad. They couldn't be
sure. That was the climate of fear."

FARBER: "I was iIn Washington, employed offieciselly in those
days, too, in another sensitive agemey. And I have never
been able %o accept the faect that MeCarthy caused a wave of
Serror, I think he scared am awful lot of people, most of them
protiy timid types who might need a good scaring to shake them
ups, I have more respect some time for the bterror monger
than the terrorized. And I think if Washington hed been--if
America in gemeral were a 1ittle tougher to terrorize, then ws
acould contain people who went to teke over,"

PRESS: "Well, I don't want to see a country full of
weaklinga myaelf, God lmows., I'd like to see us strong. I'd
like to see us strong both as a nation and as individuals., Howe
aver, when strong people sven can be reduced by terror--and terror
igs something tangible almost. We saw that in Germsny. We know
what 1% did to people, destroying people in Germany.

"So we cantt just dismisa it end say, 'I will not be terror-
ized, I am different,’ you know?" :

PARBER: "Right now I want to issue an appesal. I thiak we
ought %o study MeCarthyism. I am not telking now sbout the
Bdward Rs Murrow's who stood up publiecly, or about attommey
Weleh in the Army-MeCarthy hearinga, who stood up publiocly
%0 Senator MeCarthy.

"T want to hear from people Who know about people or who are
vhemselves people who stood up on the level where you were,
in the middle of a totem pole in some snonymous goverament
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bureau and who saw ths terror ereeping around in whispers, end
this one's g Seocurity risk and this one disappesared from her
desk for three days, neybe she is being interrogated, snd what-
ever happened to Sylvia Press? T want to know sameone who
stood up and said, 'This is nonsense and that Senator MeCarthy
is a Jerk end I don't care who hears what I an saying, that's
my opinion.' I weant to know what happened to eeople like this
in that riptide of terror that you talk about.

PRESS: "Wsll, on that level, if they were not on a level
above him, I dont't thinlk they stood up very long."

FARBER: "Why do you think the naticn Took 1%t 1f it was that
bad? I am talking asbout the era of Senator MeCarthy. We're not
2 cowardiy nation, wa're not a cowardly nation,"

PRESS: "Oh, theve are many people who followed MeCarthy,
don't forget, We aren't all ag intelligent as we might be or
as kindly disposed toward oup neighbors as we might bs. Ang
that I think 1s & very important feature, "

FARBER: "I'd almost like to demand a post card ballot,
if? I cowld, 1Ir you work in Washington or in a sensitive govern~
uwent agency or any governnent ageney or any sagency whare you
wore dérect%y under the threat of Semator Joseph MeCarthy in
vhose days, : .

FRESS: "We were indirectly under it, too,"

FARBER: "Indivesctly %o eollege professors, mion and so
Yorth, A1l right, if you were vulnersble to Senatop MeCarthy,
wiease wrils me. Ves thers a roign of terror or was there not,
ad if =20, how %errifying was this particular terrcr? You and
L really share what T think iz e ocommon enewy: plgheadedness,
the pigheaded guy you call Jemesen end this pighsaded coward you
call Herman snd Van, and o pighead to end all pigheads, ths
boss of the bosses at that time, whom you bersocnally appealed
0.

TA11 »ight, fine, I'm against cheeseheadedness, somebody
wiio, becauge you took a train trip to Mexico with a man you
zrzez*ens*;cl merrled to, is going to say, 'Whoo, you are a securlty
LBk, !

FHESS: "People who live by the book rather thenm by their
heavhs, "

FARBER! "And who donti know, don't care. You must have felt
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tike crying just thinking of the real hero types that you worked
th in World War II, parschuting into Albania, and so on.

.5:
fmie
%

"All »ight, 8o let's agree the ensmy, our common enemy,
is pigheadadness and fear,"

TPRESS: "I'm for that. I mean I'm agin' i%, but I'm with
-:imaua T

FARBER: "The big fiaw is this, Syivia. The book says,
*The Care Of Devils,! on thes front, and the, !'The nightmare
novel of what they did to a woman behind the olosed doocora of
whe CIA,!' and here ia a woman bent over, obviously crying,
four artfully shadowy men stemnding over her. And the big
fiaw, 3ylvia, the big flaw is at it is most horrifying, at its
most horrifying, this i1s a distrecs, But when I hear of terror
mad interrogation, I think of, 'To the wall,' and you diseppsar
ond you never 806 your wife asnd family agaln. You wound up
in a Dominican Republic seowage pipe in 85 pisces or ¢ « »"

¥HES3: "Oh. those are the way-out things., Bubt there are
usys of Gerrifying people that have nothing to do with emything
phygically,” '
PARBER: "But do you understand what I mean? The worst
Tthat havpened is that you got fired by the Director of this.
oad you Woxe free to mo to New York end 1live in the sun."

TRESS: "It's not the worst that happened, it was not the
worst that happened. First of all, it nearly drove me to inaamifty.
Yhe rsason I worte the book. really, was as a therapeubie exerciss,
I wean %0 get it ou® of my syvatem so that I could start living
2%0i%. And--bubt it's pretiy terrifving,

“hen you are entrusted with something by a comntry like
ours sod Hwo stupld men--rgelly thait's what they were--who
don¥t kmow their Jobs come along end show signs of wrecking your
lifa--it'a not enough %o wreck your life, but on the grounds
that you were disloyal to your oun couniry, don't you conaider
ot proboy terrifying??

FARBER: "I consider 1t pretty terrifying and distressing
and vhoroughly wn-Americen and to be fought by every honest .
dmericen, DBut a story of fmerican terror where I would expest . . o'

FHE3S: "I did not desimn the cover. All I asked my nsw
publisher was that in designing it They not whow someone veiang
aurvacked on the cover. or gomaetvhing like %hat.™
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FARBER: "That's the point. Where I would expect 2 bamboo

reed to start being fitted under the fingernalls, you were taken
off to lunsh, and having gone to one little restaurant after
another in Washington . « »"

. PRESS: "Oh, no, indeed, it wasn't that way at all. I
practically-~-I didnt't see a soul for seven weeks except thess
tWo men, who were constantly putting ideas in my mind that
were enough to terrify anybody. I begamn to fsar that--I begen
to think, 'Who, ammg the people t..at I know, is the one? Have
I been go stupid 8ll my life? I thought I understood people.
Ig i% posalble that everybody around me haz been partaking
of samething, has been using me, has bean identified with all
the wroag things that I myself am againgt?!

"And it's a mental~-a8 you say, you lmow, the Kafka tech-
nique, but Kafka didn't write light comedy, you lkmow, and most
of his people were not--there was no physical brutality in his
storied. Bu& there 1s such a thing as mental brutality, end that's
what it was,

PARBER: "In a minute, I want to lmow if you think that
imerica, knowing what you now know asbout the real American
under paychologiecal fire, bureaucratically in the government,
I want to lmow if you think America could ever let itmelf be
swallowed by a dlctatorship of the right or the left?" i

z* # 3
{A commercial for Rambler automobiles had menitioned this
heing "Natlionel Mind Changing Month.)

FARBER: '"Well, it's almost national mind changing 1life-
time in the book that you're writing."

PRESS: "Yes, I think that's very apt."

FARBER: "Sylvia Press, do you think America could ever
be engulfed by & dictatorship?"

PRESS: "Well, I have my own feeling asbout the Americsn
people, It's awfully hard To talk sbout the American peocple
necause, a3 you know, we are made up of S0 meny things. Butb
I ©Think there is an American-~I sm sure there is an Americane-
it's & gort of coast that may need a little alteration on one
man or snother women, but it £fits us all, you know, And in
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my own lifetime I have seen things happen with people. Great
numbers of people got hysterlcal over one thing or amother,

or fearful., But fundamentally, I dom't think we are that kind
of people, I "think that we have our feet pretty well planted

cn the ground. We may go off in a tangent, we may make awful
foole of ourselves for a time, but I think there is a fundamental
cormon sense that permeates this comitry., I think that's a
pratty dependable thing."

FARBER: "Apparently even our tangents aren't as tragic
ag they are elsewhere on the plemet."

PRESS: "Well, thank God, so far they haven't been."

PARBER: '"Sylvia, I became your friend by reading your
story, to be put inside the Care Of Devils, and I just want ©o
thank God that your personal reign of terror happened to
heppen in the United States instead of in Germany, Nazi Gorman,
or today's Russia or Poland or Czechoslovakia or Hungary, Rumanis,
Bulgariea, Albania or Communist China,"

PRESS: "I don't even make the comparison, Thers is no
comparison., I agree with you,"

FAREER: "Thank you for soming,”
PRESS: "I enjoyed it. It was pleasant %o talk with you,"

FAREER: "Sylvia Press., She wrote her atory in fiction
form, but it happened, 95 percent of it, she says, inside her
book, The Care Of Devils, The book has been 'in' for a long
timo, wrlitten, but somewhere wnderground, you couldn't buy it.
Now itt's coming out im papsrback, published by Sylvia Press.
The Care Of Devils, It's the story of what happened to Sylvia
Pregs when she was an employeo of an American intelligence
agency, trying %o do her best at a time in America where the
hogt was gtill suspect.

"This is Barry Farber and I thank you for your atteantion,"
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